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Rock Hall
Built in 1767, Rock Hall is a Georgian landmark on the South Shore of 
Nassau County.

Taken over by the the Hewlett family in 1823, it was often used as a guest 
house.

The Town of Hempstead was given the property in 1948 and it became a 
museum in 1953.

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places

A New York State Revolutionary War Trail Site



Josiah Martin

Josiah was a plantation owner in Antigua.

He moved to New York in fear of insurrections and tropical diseases.

He built Rock Hall to be “a good gentleman’s house” near NYC and 
the ocean.

The house had large rooms, high ceilings, many fireplaces and a large 
kitchen.



The Revolutionary War

Josiah was a loyalist and his house was occupied by the patriots in 
1776. His son, Dr. Samuel Martin was arrested and spent a short 
period of time in prison.

Josiah dies in 1789, and the house is inherited by his son Samuel.

Thomas Hewlett acquired the property in 1824 and used it as a 
guest house for those people visiting the nearby beach as well as for 
special occasions.



Archaeological Digs





The Gilded Age



The Country Fair



How can history museums make use of 
technology?

What do we need and why do we need 
technology?



Our museum today.
The question we ask of our visitors is to imagine it was 1776 and 
you needed to choose a side. Patriot or Loyalist?

Our exhibits are heavy with reading about events and people.

Exhibits show many famous paintings of events and people with 
titles and short explanations.

We have a projector and large screen that is mostly used for guest 
speakers.



Technology could

make the museum experience more interactive as opposed to its 
mostly passive nature now.

make our collection available to a wider audience.

make visiting the museum more personal..

be more engaging, especially for those who find reading 
descriptions of people and events less than enthralling.



Possible uses of technology.

Touch screens could offer greater understanding of our exhibits by 
going beyond the current short descriptions.

The Battle of Brooklyn could show where the British landed on 
Long Island through interactive maps. It could allow visitors to 
follow the movement of Washington and his troops as they cross 
the East River to Manhattan and escape capture.  Could an 
animated Washington explain why he is leaving Brooklyn?



Technology could

Bring a person or place alive with the use of Virtual Reality.

A visitor could watch the arrest of Samuel Martin for his possible 
British sympathies. The visitor could see how the cannons taken by 
American forces at Fort Ticonderoga are being transported 300 
miles to Boston in the winter. 

Provide different musical pieces in the different rooms throughout 
the museum.



The transport of cannons to Boston.



Listening to Benjamin West explain why 
the British are not in his famous painting 

of the Treaty of Paris.



Having Cornwallis explain his loss at 
Yorktown and why he was absent at the 

surrender.



https://www.tiktok.com/@founding_fat
hers_ai/video/765772762954971881
5?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=

pc

https://www.tiktok.com/@founding_fathers_ai/video/7657727629549718815?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://www.tiktok.com/@founding_fathers_ai/video/7657727629549718815?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://www.tiktok.com/@founding_fathers_ai/video/7657727629549718815?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://www.tiktok.com/@founding_fathers_ai/video/7657727629549718815?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc


Interactive activities.
Interactive maps through the use of a touchscreen.

Interactive quizzes about the Revolutionary War.

Watch a reel that shows an AI depiction of an event where 
characters explain what is going on in a battle.

Show interviews with people who are watching the departure of the 
British from NYC in 1783.

This could also be done with the use of headphones or 
smartphones.



Questions could be listed on a 
touchscreen and answers provided.

What percentage of people were loyalists in 1776?

Did Washington ever meet Cornwallis after the Battle of 
Yorktown in 1781?

Why did the French join the Patriots in 1778?

What happened to Washington’s enslaved people after his death?



QR Codes

QR codes would allow visitors to learn more about a person or an 
event than space would allow in the museum.

It would offer them the chance to discover more information on their 
own.

Showing what Rock Hall looked like in 1776.

Audio tours with a smart phone would allow a visitor to walk the 
grounds and hear about what they could have seen in the 1700s.



Make our collection available online.

We have digitized our important documents but they should be 
available to interested parties for further research.

The ability to cross reference or simply find key people, places or 
objects among many documents would make it easier to find 
important elements while doing research. Similar to an e-reader that 
allows the reader to press on a word and a definition or maybe a 
picture would appear.

How to find available space online for extensive files.



Virtual Reality.
Could we show what it was like to look out the back window of Rock Hall 
in 1767? Could we show what it might have looked like riding a horse 
around the grounds or to a nearby house of worship?

Could we show how an archaeological dig would be conducted on the 
grounds of Rock Hall while describing the artifacts found?

Could we take a photo of a visitor and place them in the clothing of the 
1700 or 1800s.

Could we have an enslaved person describe their life at Rock Hall and 
how they felt when NYS ended slavery?



A Virtual Reality/AI Kiosk

Is it possible to have the image of a person who can interact with 
museum visitors?

The visitor could ask questions about Rock Hall or the events 
taking place in the late 1700s and the virtual person could answer 
the questions.



Prioritizing
A kiosk with interactive characters that can answer visitor questions.

Allow internet access to Rock Hall documents.

Music in rooms upon entrance or playing on a continuous loop.

QR Codes for our exhibits.

Touch screen timelines and Question and Answer quizzes.

Touch screen maps showing places and events.

AI reels that show people and events.



The cost of technology

The Friends of Rock Hall fund raising and the use 
of grants would make it possible to purchase TV 
screens, touchscreens, audio equipment, and possibly 
standalone interactive kiosks. The cost of the 
creation of AI reels or the use of VR is unknown to 
us at this time.



The Ultimate Dream



The Sphere at Rock Hall



The Education Center



Education Center





Opening Day











The End









Car Show





Rock Hall Museum







The Hewlett Family in 1904



Rock Hall



Rock Hall Museum



The Grounds



Lectures and Classes



The Museum Today





The Hewlett Family
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