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Rock [all

Puilt in 1 767, Rock [Hall is a Georgian landmark on the South Shore of
Nassau Countg.

Taken over i:)g the the [Hewlett Familg in 182%, it was often used as a guest

l"IOUSC.

T he | own of Hempstead was given the property in 1948 and it became a

museum in 1953,

| isted on the National Register of [Tistoric [laces
A New York State Rcvolutionarg War Trail Site




Josiah Martin

‘ Josiah was a Plantation OWNner in Antigua.

. [1e moved to New York in fear of insurrections and tropical disecases.

. He built Rock Ha” to be “a goo& gcntleman’s house” near NYC and

the QOcca

. The house had largc—: rooms, high ceilings) many Fireplaces and a large
kitchen.
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| he Revolutionaxy War

Josiah was a logalist and his house was occupied 133 the Patriots I
1 776. [is son, Dr. Samuel Martin was arrested and spent a short

Pcriocj of time in Prison.

Josiah dies in 1789, and the house is inherited }33 his son Samuel.

1 homas Hewlett acquireé the property in 1824 and used it as a
guest house for those People visiting the nearbg beach as well as for

spc—:cial Occaslons.
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How can history museums make use of
technology?
What do we need and whg do we need

teclﬁno]ogg?




Our museum toclay.

. | he question we ask of our visitors is to imagine itwas 1776 and

you needed to choose a side. [atriot or Logalist?
(Our exhibits are heavg with reading about events and People.

. Exlﬁibits show many famous Paintings of events and Peoplc with

titles and short exPlanations.

. \/\/e have a Projector and large screen that is mostlg used for guest

SPCBkCFS.




chl’mologg could

make the museum cxPcriencc more interactive as oPPosed to its

mostly Passive nature now.
make our collection available to a wider audience.
make visiting the museum more Persona]..

be more engaging, eslaecia”g for those who find reading

descriptions of people and events less than enthra”ing.




Fossible uses of techno]ogy.

] ouch screens could offer greater understanciing of our exhibits }33
going beyoné the current short descriptions.

The Batt]c of Brook! n could show where the Britislﬂ landed on

ong lslancj througl‘x interactive maps. ]t could allow visitors to

L—«—'I

follow the movement of \/\/ashmgton and his trool:)s as they Cross
the E_ast RiVCF to Manhattan and escape capture Coulcl an
animated \/\/ashmgton cxi:)lam whg he is leavmg Brooklgrﬁ
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Technologg could

Bring a person or Placc alive with the use of \irtual Realitg.

A visitor could watch the arrest of Samuel Martin for his Possible

Pritish sympathies. T he visitor could see how the cannons taken 59
American forces at | ort Ticon&eroga e bc—:ing transpor‘ccd 500

miles to Poston in the winter.

Frovide ditferent musical Pieces in the different rooms throug]‘nout

tl‘xe muscum.
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he transpor‘c of cannons to Boston.

The British honored téeir
freedom to enslaved people who fought for
them, evacuating them from New York in
defiance of the Treaty of Paris to prevent

Americans from re-enslaving them.
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nteractive activities.

. ]ntcractive maps through the use of a touchscreen.

. |nteractive quizzes about the Revolutionarg War.

. \Watch a reel that shows an Ty depiction of an event where
characters exPlaiﬂ what is going on in a battle.

. Show interviews with People who are watching the departure of the

Pritish from NY( _in17853.
. This could also be done with the use of headphoncs o

smartphorscs.




Questions could be listed on a

touchscreen and answers Provicjccj.

. \/\/hat percentage of People were loyalists 1767

id Washington ever meet Comwa“is aftter the batt]c of
Yorktown in 17817

. \/\/!’19 did the Frenchjoin the [atriots in 17787
. What happcned to \/\/ashing‘con’s enslaved People aftter his death?




ORT e

QR codes would allow visitors to learn more about a person or an

event than space would allow in the museum.

|t would offer them the chance to discover more information on their

OWI1.

Showing what Rock [Jall looked like in 1776.

Audio tours with a smart Phone would allow a visitor to walk the
grounds and hear about what t%eg could have seen in the 1 7Q0s.




Make our collection available online.

We have cjigitizccj our important documents but tlﬂey should be
available to interested Parties forfurther research.

T he abilitg to cross reference or simplg find keg People, Places or
objccts among many documents would make it easier to find
imPor‘cant elements while &oing research. Simfiar to an e-reader that

allows the reader to press on a word and a definition or magbc a

Pic‘cure would appear.

How to find available space online for extensive files.
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Virtual Rea]itg.

Could we show what it was like to look out the back window of Kock Ha”

ni/67: (_ould we show what it might have looked like riding a

around thc grounc‘s oOrtoa nc-:arbg house o1C worship?

Could we show how an archacological Aig would be conducted
grounés of Rock Hall while dcscribing the artifacts found?

10OI'scC

on the

Could we take a Photo of a visitor and Placc them in the Clothing of the

F7OO or 1800s.

Could we have an enslaved person describe their life at Rock [all and

how they felt when NYS ended slavcrg?




A Virtual Realitg//\] K iosk

. gt Possiblc to have the image of a person who can interact with

museum visitors?

. | hevisitor could ask questions about Kock Hall or the events
taking Place in the late 1 700s and the virtual person could answer

the questions.




[ rioritizing
Sy kiosk with interactive characters that can answer visitor questions.
. A”ow liﬂtemet access to Rock Ha” documents.
. Music in rooms upon entrance or Plaging on a continuous loop.
. OR Codes for our exhibits.
. | ouch screen timelines and Question and Answer quizzes.

- Touch screen maps showing Placcs and events.

; A] reels that show PCOP!C and events.




Tlﬂe cost of technologg

: Tl’]é riends of Rock Hall fund raising and the use
of grants would make it Possiblc to Purc%asc 4N

screens, touchscreens, audio equipment, and Possiblg

standalone interactive kiosks. | he cost of the
creation of Al reels or the use of VK is unknown to

us at this time.
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Slavery at Rock Hall

1790 Federal Census recorded 17 Slaves at Rock Hall

R

1803 . )] Listed on the Estate
Will of Dr. Samuel Martin || inventory of Dr. Samuel Martin

vowndl my decease the children of my late mulatto
woman, Molly, to be free, namely, Polly to receivean annuity 7 -
of 250 Spanish Milled Dollars during her life, the first pay- /////////‘
ment to be made after my demises, as soon as possible.

To Henry and George, sons of Mulatto woman Molly, to | g //;/// )
them their heirs and assigns forever, a lot of land in the Town NS5 Y
of St. Johns in the Island of Antigua, purchased for me by :
John Yeates Esq. of Mr. Wilson, also 200 English Pounds of ~L VD
said Island of Antigua lent upon bond to Henry. =

My will is that the other two sons of the mulatto woman : / 2777 ,,//,
Molly, deceased, Peter and Edward, be kept at school until _
well versed in reading, writing and arithmetic and then bound | 7 i i (\4/, 72y
to some trade until they have learned it, then each of them
must have a complete set of tools for their trades and25()
Spanish Milled Dollars, they are to be supported until they
have learned their trades.......

7 ,
///(7/

- Vers2 22y :

0
L

1817

The west yard was the
site of domestic chores

A thick layer of burnt sea
shells and ash found was

| Cache of spiritual artifacts found on the || 'Sentified as a fireplace hearth
.:-3'» original yard surface and in a pit in ey
front of the west yard cellar entrance |1 =0 Spirit
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